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Overview

o Who we are & what we do

o Funding green space projects – why?

o Funding mechanisms

o Case study

o Useful resources
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https://parksforlondon.org.uk/

http://www.parksforlondon.org.uk/
http://www.parksforlondon.org.uk/


Our core
objectives

Advise

Advocate

Promote
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1suuFiCc5KfEjpJiDQdruF4nW7ansWeCu1cNYiCzyHVU/edit?usp=sharing


GOOD PARKS FOR
LONDON 2022
Clean Parks for London
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https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Good-Parks-for-London-2020-Final-with-Jan-21-updates.pdf


Green space Quality
Manual
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https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Quality-Manual-November-2020-SAMPLE-1.pdf


Integrated Weed Management
in Amenity Spaces and
Public Realm
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http://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Parks-for-London-Integrated-Weed-Management-reference-guide-March-2020-SAMPLE.pdf
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Why bother investing in green space? (1/2)

1. Multiple benefits of green spaces:

o People / Communities

o Health and Wellbeing

o Biodiversity

o Climate mitigation

2. Connects to local and national agendas:

o Placemaking

o Economic regeneration

o Sustainable travel

o Cleaner air

o Green skills & employability

o Levelling up
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Why bother investing in green space? (2/2)

3. Green space matters to people

o Parks and green spaces frequently top the list of what makes people want 
to live in an area 

o Increased appreciation and value post-pandemic

o Strengthen communities – encourage interaction

o Improve relationships with housing associations / local authorities

4. Green space improvements are a low-cost investment in civic infrastructure 
with demonstrable return on investment

o Parks = £6.6bn of natural benefits to communities per year

o Benefits calculated as £140 per year for every urban resident OR

o Between £7-£8 return for every £1 spent on parks 

o Natural Capital Account for London: 
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/Natural_capital_a
ccount_for_london.pdf

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Natural_capital_account_for_london.pdf
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The Value-Proposition – some financial models

1. Natural Capital Accounting

o Considering nature as a series of assets with quantificable
benefit

o Provides a business case for investment and framework for 
management 

o Provides a value for green space either in financial terms i.e. £x 
value of services per year OR as capital asset value (lifetime 
value)

2. Traditional analytical approaches

o Regression, trend and perception analysis

3. Social return on investment (SROI)

o Understanding value creation through capital allocation –
social, economic and environmental 
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Funding Mechanisms (1/2)

1. Planning/Development (S106), landfill tax, community 
infrastructure levy (CIL)

2. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) / Business backed 
funding

3. Statutory authorities / local authorities

4. Commercial & investment opportunities – rental fees, 
cafes, sports facilities, sponsorship, green bonds
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Funding Mechanisms (2/2)

5. Alternative management structures – Tenant 
Management Organisations, charitable trusts

6. Third-sector partnerships / Multi-agency collaboration

7. Charitable giving - crowdfunding, trusts and foundations, 
other philanthropic investment
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Multiple Agency Collaboration – Case Study

Southall Grand Union Canal Wellbeing Way

o A collaboration between: Catalyst Housing, Canal & River Trust, 
Ealing Council, Sport England and National Lottery funded ‘Let’s 
Go Southall’ initiative

o £700k from Mayor of London 
Green & Resilient Spaces grant 
fund after significant community 
engagement

o Project co-designed with 
members of the local 
community who will also be 
encouraged to get involved and 
participate in its delivery
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Useful Resources

o Parks for London Funding Update – by request – email ed.stannard@parksforlondon.org.uk

o Parks for London: Resources Hub - https://parksforlondon.org.uk/resources-hub/

o TCPA Funding sources for green infrastructure - https://tcpa.org.uk/resources/funding-sources-
for-green-
infrastructure/?utm_source=Green%20Infrastructure%20Partnership&utm_campaign=1b6f2647
6b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_31_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4eb0dc7a3-
1b6f26476b-103376421

o DSC Funds Online – Large UK Directory of trusts & foundations - https://fundsonline.org.uk/

o NESTA – Rethinking Parks - https://www.nesta.org.uk/project/rethinking-parks

o Charitable Giving to Parks & Green Space Report: https://futureofparks.leeds.ac.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/26/2019/07/Final-report-Charitable-Giving-to-Parks-and-Green-
Spaces.pdf

mailto:ed.stannard@parksforlondon.org.uk
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/resources-hub/
https://tcpa.org.uk/resources/funding-sources-for-green-infrastructure/?utm_source=Green%20Infrastructure%20Partnership&utm_campaign=1b6f26476b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08_31_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4eb0dc7a3-1b6f26476b-103376421
https://fundsonline.org.uk/
https://www.nesta.org.uk/project/rethinking-parks
https://futureofparks.leeds.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2019/07/Final-report-Charitable-Giving-to-Parks-and-Green-Spaces.pdf


Thank you
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/

tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk

ed.stannard@parksforlondon.org.uk

@ParksforLondon

https://parksforlondon.org.uk/
mailto:tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk
mailto:hamida.diriye@parksforlondon.org.uk
https://twitter.com/ParksforLondon
https://www.linkedin.com/company/london-parks-&-green-spaces-forum/
https://www.instagram.com/ParksforLondon/
https://twitter.com/ParksforLondon
mailto:tony.leach@parksforlondon.org.uk
https://parksforlondon.org.uk/

